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OPINION 1093
DESIGNATIONUNDERTHE PLENARYPOWERSOF A
nE01\?EV0K APIS ROTUNDATA FABRICIUS, 1787

(INSECTA: HYMENOPTERA)

RULING.- (1) Under the plenary powers, it is ruled that the

type of the nominal species Apis rotundata Fabricius, 1787 is the

neotype proposed to the Commission by Roberts, R.B., 1914, Bull,

zool. Nom. vol. 30: 191.

(2) The specific name rotundata Fabricius, 1787, as

published in the binomen Apis rotundata, is hereby placed on the

Official List of Specific Names in Zoology with the NameNumber
2617.

HISTORYOFTHECASEZ.N.(S.) 2042

An application from Professor R.B. Roberts (Department of
Entomology , Oregon State University, USA) for the use of the

plenary powers to designate a neotype iox Apis rotundata Fabricius,

1787 so as to conserve the current use of the name was first

received on 26 March 1973. It was sent to the printer on 2 April

1973 and published on 28 June 1974 in Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 30:

190-192. Public notice of the possible use of the plenary powers in

the case was given in the same part of the Bulletin as well as to the

serials prescribed in the Constitution and to nine entomological

serials.

The application was supported by Dr F.D. Bennett
(Commonwealth Institute for Biological Control, Trinidad),

Professor W.E. La ^Qrgt( Illinois Natural History Survey), Professor

O.W. Richards (clo British Museum (Natural History), London),
Professor Charles D. Michener (University of Kansas), Dr R.R.
Snelling (Los Angeles County Natural History Museum), Dr J. van
der Vecht (Putten, Netherlands), Dr R.C. Plowright (University of
Toronto), Dr U.N. Lanham ( University of Colorado), Professor J. S.

Moure (University of Parana, Brazil), Dr P. Nogueiro-Neto (Sao
Paulo, Brazil), Professor A.L. Gittins, Professor W.F. Barr, Professor

G.W. Bishop, Dr L.E. o'Keeffe, Dr R.W. Portman and Dr H.W.
Smith (University of Idaho College of Agriculture), Dr Luis Pena
(University of Chile, Santiago), Drs Dingemans-Barkels^A/aa^rr/c/zr,

Netherlands), Professor Carl A. Johansen (University of
Washington, Seattle), Dr Roger Darchen (Universite de Paris,

Station Biologique des Eyzies), Dr Pastor Alaya (Havana, Cuba), Dr
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S. Batra (U.S. Department of Agriculture, Beltsville, Maryland),
Professor G. Eickwort (Cornell University)-' Dr M.S. Wasbauer
(California State Department of Food and Agriculture,

Sacramento), and Dr S. KclneT-PiWauh (Museum National d'Histoire

Naturelle, Paris).

The application was opposed By F.D. Parker (Bee Biology
and Systematics Laboratory, University of Utah (Bull. 32: 82) and
by Dr S.N. Holm (Royal Veterinary and Agriculture University,

Taastrup, Denmark), Dr J. P. Skou (Agriculture Research
Department, Danish A.E.C., Roskilde, Denmark) and Dr B. Petersen

(Zoological Museum, Copenhagen University) (ibid.: 84-85).

Professor Roberts replied to these ohiections (ibid.: 83-84, 85-86),

citing 22 references to the use of Megachile rotundata (Fabricius)

between 1970 and 1974 to one use of M. pacifica (Panzer) in that

time (by Holm & Skou, 1972).

DECISION OFTHECOMMISSION

On 22 September 1976 the members of the Commission were
invited to vote under the Three-Month rule on Voting Paper

(1976)24, in part 1, either for or against the use of the plenary

powers in this case, and in part 2, either for or against the

proposals set out on p. 191 of vol. 30 of Bull. zool. Nom. A note

accompanying the voting paper gave the correct date for Apis
rotundata Fabricius and listed those supporting and those opposing
the application, and added:

"The application calls for the use of the plenary powers to

set aside, in the interests of stability, a vahd lectotype designation.

The Voting Paper overleaf is therefore divided into two parts. In

Part 1 you are asked to vote for or against the use of the plenary

powers in this case, and this can be carried by a simple majority. In

Part 2 you are asked to vote for or against the use of those powers
in the sense requested by the applicant. Here the usual two-thirds

majority will be necessary. If the result of the vote in Part 1 is

against the use of the plenary powers, Apis pacifica Panzer, 1798,
will be placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology."

At the close of the Voting Period on 22 December 1976 the

state of the voting was as follows:

Part 1

Affirmative Votes - fifteen (15) received in the following

order: Melville, Eisenmann, Willink, Vokes, Rohdendorf, Tortonese,

Habe, Brinck, Ride, Binder, Corliss, Sabrosky, Starobogatov, Welch,
Kraus

Negative Votes - seven (7) received in the following order:

Mroczkowski, Holthuis, Lemche, Dupuis, Bayer, Nye, Bernardi
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Part 2

Affirmative Votes - fifteen (15) received in the following

order: Melville, Eisenmann, Willink, Yokes, Rohdendorf, Tortonese,

Habe, Brinck, Ride, Binder, Corliss, Sabrosky, Starobogatov, Welch,

Kraus
Negative Votes - six (6) received in the following order:

Mroczkowski, Holthuis, Lemche, Bayer, Nye, Bernardi

Dr Dupuis abstained on Part 2.

Dr Alvarado returned a late negative vote on Part 1. No
voting paper was returned by Dr Heppell.

The following comments were sent in by members of the

Commission with their Voting Papers.

Dr Lemche: Less than ten years deliberate neglect of the

Code should not be permitted to form the basis for the use of the

plenary powers to validate such action.

Dr Ride: In my opinion the action proposed is incomplete.

Setting aside 'all type-selections' disposes of the lectotype (and any
other similarly selected specimens of which the applicants may be
unaware) but leaves the species with the material upon which the

name is based (i.e. syntypes or a possible holotype). Since the

applicant has decided not to proceed by selecting a new lectotype

from among this material but rather by designating a different

specimen as a 'neotype', the original material must be disposed of as

well. Although this action is implicit in the application, it is not
specified in the formal proposals.

Dr Dupuis: L 'argumentation de F.D. Parker et celle de Dr N.
Holm sont remarquables.

Dr Bayer: Whereas (1) there is an indisputed original

type-specimen that has been validly selected as lectotype, and (2)

there is an available synonym that is already in use by a part of the

scientific community concerned and that has been endorsed by the

Bee Research Association, and (3) there inevitably will be
disruption of usage regardless of which course is followed, I am
compelled to vote for the retention of the authentic lectotype and
the adoption of the next available name in accordance with
established procedures set forth in the Code.

Dr Bernardi: Le Bull. zool. Nom. n'est pas une revue de
'Science-Fiction'. II est absurde de 'faire decrire' a Fabricius une
espece qu'il n'a jamais vue et il n'y a aucune raison de supprimer le

lectotype d'Apis rotundata.

The Secretary asked Dr Ride whether, as President of the

Commission, he agreed that the question of the disposal of the

original type-material could be dealt with by a One-Month Vote
without a fresh advertisement of intention to use the plenary

powers. They both agreed that such action was consequential upon
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that proposed by the apphcant and, provided his proposals were
accepted, that it could be dealt with by a One-Month Vote.

Accordingly the members of the Commission having been
informed of the result of their vote, were invited on 23 February
1977 to vote under the One-Month Rule on Voting Paper (O.M.)

(77)1 for or against inserting in the original proposals the words
"and all other remaining original specimens of the type-series"

between "type-selections" and '"iox Apis rotundata". At the close

of the Voting Period on 23 March 1977 the state of the voting was
as follows:

Affirmative Votes - seventeen (17) received in the following

order: Melville, Corliss, Holthuis, Sabrosky, Kraus, Ride, Lemche,
Eisenmann, Tortonese, Vokes, Nye, Mroczkowski, Cogger, Heppell,

Welch, Habe, Alvarado .

Negative Votes - none (0)

Late affirmative votes were returned by Dr Bayer and Dr
Willink, and a late negative vote by Dr Starobogatov. No voting

papers were returned by Drs Bernardi, Binder, Brinck, Dupuis and

Rohdtndorf.

ORIGINAL REFERENCE

The following is the original reference for a name placed on
an Official List by the ruling given in the present Opinion:

rotundata. Apis, Fabricius, J.C, llSlMant. ins. vol. 1:303.

CERTIFICATE

I certify that the votes cast on Voting Papers (76)24 and
(O.M.) (77)1 were cast as set out above, that the proposal contained

in the former has been duly adopted under the plenary powers, that

the proposal contained in the latter has been duly adopted, and that

the decision so taken, being the decision of the International

Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, is truly recorded in the

present Opinion No. 1093.

R.V. MELVILLE
Secretary

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature
London

25 July 1977


